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he could not restrain his subjects from acts uf pillage,
which he personally disapproved. A revolt was the
instant result of this confession. Whole districts of
Montenegro rose against the ruler, who refused to
lead them against their ancient foes; the warlike tribes
of the Piperi and the Koutchi, who had seceded from
the principality in 1843 rather than pay taxes, and
the inhabitants of the fertile Zeta valley, always the
chief sufferers by Turkish raids, proclaimed themselves
independent and called upon the rest of the Berda to
separate from a Prince who had proved himself so
degenerate a descendant of the two Peters. The ap-
peal fell flat; Danilo, at the head of six thousand men,
attacked the rebels, who at one time meditated a
junction with the Turks. Patriotism alone prevented
the execution of this desperate resolve. Rano
Boskovic, one of the insurgent leaders, set the
example of submission to his lawful sovereign, and
the revolt was at an end. Danilo confiscated the
property of the rebel chiefs as a punishment, and
held a strict inquiry into their conduct. But the
funds which he had thus acquired were not sufficient.
In his dilemma he turned to Vienna, and was even
willing to accept an Austrian protectorate in return
for a pecuniary consideration. But his offer met
with no response, and the'new Czar, to whom he then
applied, sent him nothing but a formal expression of
his thanks for the sympathy which the -principality
had shown him upon his father's death. At the
Congress of Paris in 1856 the Prince found that his
grievances met with little heed from the Powers. His
vigorous assertion of his country's independence and